THE ENGLISH INN

THE pleasure which The English Inn, Past and
Present, by A. E. Richardson, F.S.A., and H.
Donaldson Eberlein, B.A., has afforded me I can
only indicate by saying that I have few books that
I would not sooner part with than this, which has
just come to my hand. The pictures alone
would make it a treasure : the information given
adds to one's gratitude. The pictures are really
superb : hundreds of them, prints and photo-
graphs. Here are " The Feathers/' at Ludlow;
" The Angel/' at Grantham; " The Pilgrim's
Inn/' at Glastonbury, built by the Abbot in 1470,
still intact, with its glorious, ornate stone front
and coloured heraldic shields. Naturally one
knows great inns that are not mentioned. But
there are others as beautiful, of which one has
never heard: inns of all periods, from tumble-
down Gothic structures to handsome Regency
edifices which give innkeeping an air of officialdom:
arches, courtyards, elaborate timber fronts, ingle-
nooks, pillared porticoes: stone, flat brick,
nineteenth-century plaster : the inns of Chaucer,
Df Shakespeare, of Dryden, of Johnson, of Nelson,
ind of Lord Palrnerston. Beautiful signs are
reproduced, and beautiful ironwork suspending
the signs. In the text, the social history which
the inns crystallise is recorded : the very names of
jans, which of ten go by localities,t{ Bear/' " White
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